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A15-03 Operator: Wintershall Noordzee B.V. 01

Drilling: 28-07-1999 to 21-09-1999
Status: Abandoned

Casing cut 6 m below mudline
Water depth 31m

The exploration well A15-3 is located in the Step Graben geological province, in the northern sector
of the Dutch North Sea. This well is proposed to prove economic gas reserves in several Plio-
Pleistocene reservoirs of the Upper North Sea Group. Two gas prospects in the Upper North Sea
Group have been indicated, which both consist of several stacked sand/sandstone reservoirs, alter-
nated with clay/claystone layers. The upper prospect (431-635m TVDSS) consists of poorly consoli-
dated fine sands/sandstones deposited in an upper foreshore setting. The lower prospect (847-960m
TVDSS) was deposited by a submarine fan system with a potentially large extent. It consists of very
‘fine sandstones alternating with claystone beds. This stratigraphic trap is sealed up-dip by marine
clays.
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Bubble plumes are
sampled in 2023
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Methane concentrations offshore vs onshore
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North Sea Methane

Methane in bubble plume is biogenic in origin

ane and ethane in bubble
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